[image: image10.png]



St. Joseph School
850 Wakefield Street  West Warwick, RI 02893
  Telephone: 821-3450   Fax: 821-3516   
Business Office: 821-2408
Weekly Update 
Thursday, January 26, 2012
January 26

  First Penance for Grade 2  6:30 p.m.
January 26 

  PAC Meeting 7p.m.

January 29

  Open House – New Registrations


January 30

  Start of Catholic Schools Week




  Our Theme is Faith, Academics, and Service.
   


  Monday: 
Color Day and Pep Rally at 2:30





  Tuesday: 
School-wide Buddy Bingo at 2:15





  Wednesday: 
Dress as your favorite Book Character





  Thursday: 
PC Friars and Black/White Day





  Friday: 
Spirit Lunch – orders due by noon on January 30





  

School Mass at 2:00 p.m. Families are welcome.

   January 31

  International Bake Sale by Grade 6

   February 2

  Bill’s Pizza Fundraising Night
From Our Office

A. PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE: February 3, 2012 at 9:30 am in the library.

B. CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S WEEK:  Next week we begin celebrating our Catholic identity with several activities during the school days.  

C. VISION SCREENING:  Our students in grades 1 through 3 will have their vision screened by In Sight.

Classroom Happenings

Student Council
Can you sing, dance, act, or play the harmonica? 

How about hula hoop, jump rope, or read your own poem? 

Are you a gymnast? A pianist? A musical performer of any kind?
We know that St. Joseph School’s Got Talent… and WE NEED YOURS!
· The SJS Talent Show is being postponed while we gather more performers. 
All students in grades 4-8 are invited to take part. 

· If you have a talent you’d like to share, we’d like you to join us!

· Watch for the flyer this week!







St. Joseph School Student Council 
Pre-K

We continue to talk about fossils and paleontologists this week.  We are also looking at the life cycle of a dinosaur and are talking about how most of them hatched from eggs.

Writing:  Oo is the letter of the week.  Although most of us know how to make the letter Oo since we know our circle shape, everyone is making sure that they follow the lines on their paper so that their letter Oo’s are the correct size.  We are learning about the 2 sounds it makes and practicing words like octopus, olive, omelet, owl and also ocean, open, and oval.  It is a difficult letter sound to learn since it is a vowel.  Olivia T. and Dylan T. took home the bag this week to fill with things starting with Oo.  They both did a great job with this tough letter.   

Math:  Everyone gets to be a paleontologist this week at math!!  Each person takes a turn digging in the sand to find a fossil.  Once they uncover one, they decide what kind of fossil it is; a tooth, bone, or footprint.  Everyone marks down the discovery on their own chart.  Once everyone has a turn, they count how many of each type of fossil they found.  Be sure to check out the graphs of our adventurous, counting paleontologists!!

 

Science:  Now that everyone is familiar with different kinds of dinosaurs, we decided to play memory at Science.  The children have to take turns flipping over 2 cards and trying to find a match.  However, once they find a match, they do not get to keep it unless they can say the name of the dinosaur.  Everyone is having fun playing this game and working on their memory skills.

Art:  We are starting a 2 week project in Art this week.  Everyone is making a paper mache dinosaur egg!!  We are having fun covering our balloons with paper mache strips.  Everyone loves the sensory experience and getting messy!  They are also doing a good job with their fine motor skills and covering the entire balloon and smoothing it out.  Once it dries, they will paint it next week and decide what is inside J

Extended Reading and Writing:  We are starting to write this week and are working on describing something.  Each child gets to be a paleontologist and find a dinosaur in the sand.  Once everyone has found one, they need to write a journal describing their dinosaur.  They are practicing describing words such as color, size, and texture.  Once they have written their description, all of the dinosaurs are put in the middle of the table.  Each person gets a chance to read their descriptive “clues” and see if the other children can find their dinosaur.  We are extended this at home where each child must find their favorite thing and write 5 clues about it.  Then they will have the class try and guess what it is based on their clues J  

Religion: Mrs. Lavallee
This week the Pre-K class learned the first Miracle of Jesus, "The Wedding Feast". Here is when Mary asked Jesus to help the bride and groom because there was no more wine. Jesus did what his Mother asked of Him. Jesus changed water into the best wine.  No one knew about this miracle but Mary, Jesus and His friends the disciples. We continue to say prayers for anyone who is sick, sad or lonely.
Kindergarten

As we enter Ordinary in our liturgical year, we have an opportunity to reflect on the readings from the Old Testament.  These extraordinary stories captivate the children and us with wonder.  In keeping with our reinforcing Sunday's readings, the story of  Jonah is one such amazing story. We recognize, as did Jonah, that our God is not a punishing God but an all-loving God.  While we may not be sitting inside a big fish asking for God's forgiveness, we recognize that we are all called to turn to God and follow Jesus' way. This too will be a theme of Lent in a few short weeks.  
Dragons and castles drive our literature picks.  This "Once Upon a Time" language carries into our journal writing.  Children are creating paper puppets for our Castle Center and writing short stories that they present to the larger group.  In this way, children develop a sense of story; identifying important ideas; and the concept of sequencing.  
Reading: Children are working in small guided reading groups in leveled readers.  We continue to develop our sight word vocabulary through writing and reciting verse and songs.  Our word wall is overflowing with approximately 50 sight words (the words that break the common spelling rules).  Most letter sounds and variations have been taught and children are becoming proficient in manipulating beginning/middle/ending sounds to build new words.  New spelling patterns using silent e and double vowels to produce long letter are reinforced through daily practice in the ABC Center.
Math:  What is five and how do we represent this quantify?  Children explore combinations to produce the total of 5.  These variations form the foundation that children will draw from as they work on math facts in Grade 1 and beyond.  We introduced story problems to develop critical thinking skills around this number.  Tallies are a quick way of recording information.  Children build "fences" of 5 tallies and are beginning to count by 5's.  

Grade 1

Math - We are having a Chapter Test on Thursday on fact families and addition and subtraction  facts to 12.  We will be beginning a chapter on money next week.  Please review identifying coins, the value of coins, and adding coins at home every night.
Religion - The children re-enacted the Sacrament of Baptism.  
Grammar - We are working on learning when to use the past tense verbs was and were.
Phonics - We are working with words that have the short e sound.
Grade 2   
Two reading groups in Grade 2 had a Unit 3 and Mid-year Reading test last week. Great job, students! Students are being tested on the format for First Penance in preparation of the sacrament on Thursday. Good luck Grade 2!

Grade 3

Thank you for coming in to pickup your child's progress report. Please keep the children reading and studying the multiplication tables.  Most of the children are doing multiplication and division examples. 
Mrs. Durkin

Grade 6:  Calculating with Fractions (Adding/Subtracting - Like and Unlike), Multiplying/Dividing Fractions Rules
Grade 7:  Adding/Subtracting Like and Unlike Fractions with Alg using LCD, Measures of Central Tendency and Sequences
Grade 8:  Solving/Graphing Inequalities Wrap-Up, Solving Systems of Equations/Inequalities using Graphing, Substitution and Elimination Methods

Mrs. Hollenbeck

In Religion:
Grade 8 is learning about Paul's conversion and his incredible contributions to the early Church and the spread of Christianity. We are examining our own need for daily conversion, to become the people He wants us to be.
Grade 7 will spend time studying the Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick. God forgives and heals us with His mercy and wants us to do the same for others.
Grade 6 will discover God's mercy as He works with the Israelites in the desert. At this point, the Israelites are whining and losing faith, but God shows them great mercy and continues to provide.
In Writing, students in grades 6-8 are developing memoirs, sharing meaningful experiences with a person, place, object, or pet. 
In Vocabulary, we resume our studies with Unit 7, taking on another twenty SAT-prep words. 
Mrs. Pucci

Grade 6 - We are studying Density problems as a physical property of matter (D=M/V)- Practicing our skills with the Triple Beam Balance and graduated cylinder (getting the volume of an irregularly-shaped object) and reviewing measuring LxWxH for volume of a regularly-shaped object -
Grade 7 - We are studying the characteristics of water: universal solvent, expansion with freezing, acids/bases, surface tension and solutions/suspensions -
Grade 8 - We are studying the anatomy and physiology of the human digestive system- food nutrients and their functions.

Yearbook

Catholic Schools Week is approaching and we are looking for volunteer photographers to help out with some of the events. If you can, contact Dana Amore (391-1214) or Jenn Nunes (714-2045). Teachers- we would love to set up a time to do a class photo- contact us with a day and time that can work for you. Thanks!

Drama (Middle School)
Rehearsals are going well. Please visit our webpage!
From our PTG

· Auction meeting this Thursday in the school at 7pm.
· Auction Invitations for the SJS 10th Annual Auction, Once Upon A Time have gone home! Look for our special ticket deal!
· Your room parents are working hard on gathering your classroom items for the Auction.. Please offer any help you can to them. Any questions please contact Missy Minor or Tracy Laiter  
· February 10th is the Sweet Heart Dance at Nino's.  The invites have gone home and your RSVP is due by Feb 1st. Any questions please contact Cheryl Accinno or Tracy Laiter.
· Do you know anyone interesting in sending their child to St. Joseph? Invite them to our Open House on Sunday, January 29th from 1-3
From the Business Office
Thursday, February 2nd is Bill's Pizza Night! 20% of sales generated from guests who eat at Bill's Pizza support our school.  We have Bill's Place Gift cards for Bill's Night.
Roses are Red, Violets are Blue, Gift cards are sweet, and the savings are too! Valentine’s Day is almost here, and now is the perfect time to order the gift cards you need to shop or give this holiday.

Use gift cards to buy candy and valentines for the kids to pass out at school, or to plan a romantic evening with that special someone. Plus, every time you make a Valentine’s Day purchase with gift cards, you also show love for our school with the savings you earn. It doesn’t get much sweeter than that! With all the great brands available, it’s easy to fi​nd all the best gift cards for Valentine’s Day.

Love is in the air... and so are the savings! Place your Valentine’s Day order today!
Super Bowl of Savings

Chili with the fixings purchased at Stop & Shop $25

Chips, soda and toiletries you forgot to get at Stop & Shop from CVS $25

Beer and other spirits from our favorite liquor store Joyal’s $30

Chicken Wings and a Deli platter and then some from Super Walmart $100

Tuition and School credit $9.00. 

Having everything you need for your super bowl party priceless!
Call us to get started saving money! 
Official PC Day at St. Joseph 
On Thursday, February 2nd, we are having a pep rally with, special guest, The PC Friars! This rally will get us all in the basketball spirit for the February 5th game in Providence. For this special day, Feb 2, the students will be allowed to Dress Down to show their PC spirit by wearing black and white. 

 As a bonus, we are selling raffle tickets for PC spirit wear and ball kids for the February 5th game. The winners will be announced during the pep rally on February 2nd. 

Want to be a ball kid on February 5th?  
We need eight SJS kids to help get the balls for our PC players but you must be at least 10 years old to participate. Raffle Tickets are $1.00 each or  seven for $5.00
Want some awesome spirit wear or tickets to the conferences game?

Anyone can participate in this one! Raffle tickets are $1.00 each or seven for $5.00. 
The notice is coming home today!

Catholic Schools Week and Student Council Spirit Week Are Coming!

Next week promises to be an exciting one at St. Joseph School! It’s Catholic Schools Week AND Spirit Week! What does this mean for you? Read on!
Monday: Color Day and Pep Rally at 2:30 in the gym. We’ll start off the week with a blast at the afternoon pep rally! Students from smallest to tallest will cheer on their classmates as volunteers take part in fun competitions. Colors by grade are as follows:

8: pink, 7: black, 6: purple, 5: green, 4: blue, 3: red, 
2: yellow,1: orange, K: white, and PreK: brown.

Tuesday: School-wide Buddy Bingo at 2:15. Buddies will play Bingo together as it’s announced over the loudspeaker. Winners will head for the office to choose prizes!

Wednesday: Dress as Your Favorite Book Character. This is a dress-down day, but only for those who come dressed as their favorite book characters!

Thursday: PC Friars/Black and White Day at 9:00 in the gym. The Providence College Friars will take center stage with a basketball assembly Thursday morning! This is a dress-down day for all who wear the PC colors of black and white.

NOTE: The Talent Show has been postponed.
Friday: Spirit Lunch and Catholic Schools Week Mass. Hungry for Pizza Hut pizza? Send in your order form and payment NO LATER THAN Monday, the 30th, and have fresh, hot pizza delivered to school just for you! Students may order pizza by the slice and soda or water to drink. Then Mass at 2:00 will wrap up the week in a blessed way. We invite families to join us at Mass.
Put on your WOW and get ready for 
an excellent week!

All Spirit Week activities are sponsored by your Student Council. There is a fee for pizza day. Please see the order form on the next page.
Spirit Week Lunch Special

In honor of Catholic Schools Week and Spirit Week, Student Council is offering an exciting lunch opportunity! 

On Friday, February 3rd, enjoy Pizza Hut’s cheese or pepperoni pizza by the slice! Orders are due by Friday, January 27TH. THE LATE DATE FOR ALL ORDERS IS MONDAY (1/30). NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 12 NOON ON MONDAY!

One slice of pizza is $2.00.

One can of soda or one bottle of water is $1.00.

---------------------------------------------------

ORDER FORM
Yes! My child will have pizza on Friday, February 3rd!

Student’s Name:





Grade:



Please circle the type of pizza and beverage. 

Indicate the number of pizza slices.

Send in this form along with cash or check 

made out to St. Joseph School.
	Type
	Number of Slices

	Cheese Pizza
	

	Pepperoni Pizza
	


	Beverage (Quantity of One Only.)

	Orange Soda (12 oz. can)

	Coca Cola (12 oz. can)

	Diet Coke (12 oz. can)

	Sprite (12 oz. can)

	Bottled Water (16.9 oz.)
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