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St. Joseph School
850 Wakefield Street  West Warwick, RI 02893
  Telephone: 821-3450   Fax: 821-3516   
Business Office: 821-2408
Weekly Update 
Thursday, February 16, 2012

February

Annual School Auction tickets on sale all month

February 17

Deadline for spring sports registration

February 20-24
Winter Recess
   March 1

Yearbook Sales begin.

   March 8

Catholic School Day at the State House

   March 8

Uno’s Night
  March 9

Second trimester ends.
From Our Office

A. Cooking Club:  We will be offering a cooking club here at school for our students in grade 1through 3.  Mrs. Murphy and Mrs. Sykes will be organizing the activities for the students.  We are looking for another parent who can volunteer to be here at school at 3:15 to assist.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Murphy at 454-5959.  It appears that the cost will be $5.00 per week.  More information will follow.

B. School Vacation:  Next week is February vacation.  The school will be closed from Monday Feb. 20 until Friday Feb. 24, 2012.  School will reopen on Monday February 27, 2012.  Have an enjoyable and safe vacation. 

C. Spring Sports Registration Soccer - grades 4-8, Volleyball - grades 6-8.
The fee to register for each sport is $65.00. The registration forms are located on-line. All six forms must be completed. 

   The deadline is Friday,  February 17, 2012. There are no exceptions!

Classroom News
Pre-K
This is our last week of Dinosaurs.  We all had fun learning about the different kinds, where they lived, and what they ate.  We also liked learning about their life cycle and what made each of them different.  Thank you again to Mrs. Paulo for letting us borrow Cody the Triceratops for our Dino Land.  Everyone loved it!!

Writing:  Gg is our letter of the week.  We had fun learning a song about gorillas and looking at words that start with the hard Gg sound like green, goat, and great.  We have many students in our class whose names start with Gg, and our 2 lucky Letter of the Week Bag students were Gian G and Grant A.  They did a great job with the letter Gg sound J  Making the letter Gg is easy since we already know most of the parts thanks to Cc and Oo.  We just need to add a few extra lines to make them complete.  Everyone is doing a great job working on forming this letter.

Math:  After reading the story “How Big Was a Dinosaur?”, the students were given different types of dinosaurs to measure.  They each had their own ruler and were shown how we measure things.  They had to choose a dinosaur and measure how tall it was and record it on their sheet.  They did a great job measuring each one to see who was the biggest, and who was the smallest.  Be sure to check out their results on the math bulletin board!!

Science:  Each child got to walk like a dinosaur as they practiced their gross motor skills at Science.  From hopping to walking on all fours, to carrying their own “egg”, they all had fun following directions and walking all different ways.  It was a fun way to test out our dinosaur gross motor skills J

Art:  Since it is our last week for this curriculum, we thought it would be fun to make our own fossils.  First, each group had to make their own play-doh “mud”.  Once it was made and cooled for a few minutes, the children each rolled out their own mud.  Next, they chose a dinosaur and made him walk in the mud.  Once the play-doh dries out and hardens, they will have their own dinosaur footprint fossils J  How fun!!  Be on the lookout when these come home!!

Extended Reading and Writing:  We worked on our first journal entry this week.  Each child had to use their imagination to finish the sentence “If I was a dinosaur…”.  Each child came up with at least 3 things to describe if they were a dinosaur.  Some of the children sounded out their ideas with inventive spelling while others copied sentences that they told the teacher.  We focused on using the lines to help us form our letters.  We are being very careful to pay attention to the letters that start at the top blue line or the middle dotted line.  It is important for the children to practice using these lines since they will need to know this skill as they move forward in school.  The children were asked to draw a picture of their journal for homework.  They need to use details and make sure that their drawing includes everything that they wrote about.  Another important concept.  

Religion: Mrs. Lavallee
The Pre-K class learned about "The Story of St. Valentine". Valentine was a Roman priest when the King of Rome ordered all his soldiers not to marry. Many of the young men and women came to Valentine and he married them in secret. Valentine was sent to jail. While in jail a young blind girl came to visit him and she was cured. St. Valentine sent her a card and signed it, " From your Valentine". 
Many children loved St. Valentine and came to see him while he was in jail.They brought him little gifts of sweets and letters. Today we send gifts of cards and candy to show our love for one another, just as Jesus taught us to love one another.
Kindergarten
Valentine's Day presents itself with so many possibilities to support children's learning.  Children worked diligently creating the perfect Valentine for families and writing their addresses to send these treasurers through the mail system.  On Tuesday morning, they purchased beautiful LOVE stamps counting out 45 cents in coins to secure prompt delivery of their cards.  A hike to the mailbox through our neighborhood was the highlight of this project.  For some kindergarten friends this was their first experience with these interesting blue depositories--a reminder to us all not to overlook these simple adventures.  Children deposited these cards entrusting them to the care of our community workers to arrive at their homes to unsuspecting parents.   A language experience activity back at the classroom produce a wonderful story of our escapades.  

Our Kindergarten parent, Mrs. Flanagan, presented an informational program on the heart.  Children learned about this incredible muscle and how to take care of the heart with good nutrition, exercise and healthy choices such as not smoking.  Miss Rita reinforced this concept in Physical Education as children jumped rope for heart health. The lub-dub of the heart was working efficiently during PE.  Children's reading skills were put to the test as they worked on the alphabetic sequence and reading the names of peers to distribute their own Valentines.   Our Valentine's Day was capped off with a special treat...Queen of Hearts Tarts.  
Grade 1

Thank you to all who donated to our Valentine's Day Party. The children had a great time decorating these sweet treats!  I hope all family members enjoyed them too!!

Religion - We learned that next week begins Lent.  The students learned about the significance of ashes, how they are made, and why we begin this season on Ash Wednesday.
Math - we will be having a test on money this week in Math.
Social Studies - We are learning about the presidents through the use of coins in Math.  This week we furthered our knowledge of Abraham Lincoln and George Washington as we celebrate President's Day next week.  We discussed what it takes to be leader and who our current president is.

Grade 2   
Grade two students made Valentine Cards for the Veteran's home to  give them some joy for Valentine's Day.
We did many activities about Abraham Lincoln in remembrance of his birthday.  We are also writing stories and learning about George Washington.
Grade 3

The children will continue to lead Morning Prayer in the gym for the entire month of February.  MATH - please keep reviewing multiplication and division with your child.  READING -  30 chapter book reports are due by the end of the year.  The City Report is due Friday, February, 17.  The report should be 4 paragraphs.   Paragraph 1 tells about the location of the city,    Paragraph 2 should tell about the jobs in the city,   Paragraph 3 should be about the activities and traditions   
Ms. Sullivan

Grade 4 

Reading – This week we are reading Meet an Underwater Explorer. In our reading packets, we are working on drawing conclusions using facts from the story.

Religion – We finished chapter 10 on How We Show Our Love For God. We are also learning the Rosary. 

Social Studies – We began chapter 9, The South Today. We have discussed why people move down south for reasons such as low cost of living, more jobs and warmer climate. We also learned about music in the south, especially jazz. We listened to music by Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and Scott Joplin. The students also made a connection to their music class when they learned about syncopation and spirituals. 

Grade 5

Reading – This week we are reading The Big Storm. In our reading packets, we are working on making judgments and decisions presented in the story as well as drawing conclusions using facts from the story.

Religion – We are finishing up chapter 11 on We Are Sent to Love and Serve.  

Social Studies – We are finishing up chapter 6 on New England Colonies. Students learned about colonists on land, how New England grew and how colonists made a living. 

Mrs. Pucci

Grade 6: Just finished with Physical and Chemical properties of matter -We now head  into studying Electricity.
Grade 7: Just finished with Waves and will now head into the study of Sound.
Grade 8: Just finished with the Human Circulatory System and now head into our study of Immunity and Disease.
Mrs. Breault
Grade 6 are creating mosaics in the style of ancient Rome!
Grade 7 continues their study of the U.S. Constitution.
Grade 8 is learning about the conflict between the U.S. government and Native Americans in the 1800s.
Yearbook

Yearbook- anyone who volunteered to take pictures for events- now is the time to hand the pictures in to the staff. Thank you! 

Grade 8- You should have received paperwork for the yearbook boosters and information page-please have back in by Monday, February 27th. If you have questions, please contact Dana Amore or Jenn Nunes 

Drama Club- ALL bios are due by this Friday! If you have questions, please contact Dana Amore at 391-1214
Drama (Middle School)
Disney’s Alice in Wonderland, Jr.  Please visit our webpage!
The cast has been working very hard on their lines and dance numbers.
If any one is interested in helping out with costumes please contact- 
         Kristen Winsor at kristenwinsor25@gmail.com  or
         Tammy Weaver at jordansmommy35@yahoo.com
From our PTG

The Sweetheart Dance was a hit.  The girls and their sweethearts had a great time.
Thank you Cheryl Accinno and Tracy Laiter for all your hard work on that evening.
Well, the 3rd of the BIG 4 for fundraising is here!
The Silent/Live Auction is March 31st at the West Valley Inn.
· Auction Invitations for the SJS 10th Annual Auction, Once Upon A Time, have gone home! Look for our special ticket deal!
· Tuition Raffle Tickets have gone home. Please look for them in your child’s backpack. If you have questions please contact Missy Minor or Tracy Laiter.
· Our next Auction Meeting is Feb, 16th at 7pm
· Next PTG Meeting is March 13th at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to these meetings so please come and join us. Bring a friend!
            
Congratulations to all of our basketball teams and good luck to those who have 
made it to the play-offs. GO EAGLES!
 
Have a safe and wonderful vacation.
From the Business Office


· It's about time for a getaway, start planning with our gift cards today!
Stop & Shop has Southwest, Disney, Marriott Hotels and more.  Let your vacation pay for your tuition.

Just a Reminder on our $50 Monthly Raffle 
Your name will be entered in a raffle for every $50 purchased through St. Joseph Gift Cards.  On the last Friday of each month we will raffle off a $50 gift card of your choice from the school’s inventory. The more you purchase the more chances you have to win.  The next drawing will take place Friday, February 24th; you don’t have to be present to win.
· Tickets are given out at the rectory. If you purchase with Mrs. Pallotta or through your child’s backpack they are filled out for you.  At masses you need to ask for them as there are numerous volunteers who help sell on the weekends.
· We are trying to raise our weekly goal to $20,000, please do your part!
Gift Cards Available

Retail Stores
MACY’S,SEARS/LANDEND, T.J. MAXX/ MARSHALL/HOMEGOODS, Bath & Body,      American Eagle, Aeropostle, Barnes & Noble, GAP/Old Navy, JCPENNEY, Walmart/Sam’s Club, Target
*KOHLS Cards CAN BE USED TO PAY your STORE CHARGE
 Restaurants
APPLEBEES, RUBY TUESDAY, CHILI’S/ On the Border, Bill’s Place,            
PIZZERIA UNO, CARRABBA’S/outback steakhouse, CHELO’S, TGIFriday, Texas Roadhouse, Red Robin               
Grocery Stores
STOP & SHOP, SHAW’S, DAVE’S, JERRY’S, ROCH’S                                                                                     
Cigars & Spirits
JOYAL’S LIQUORS                                                 
Specialties
Dunkin Donuts, Panera Bread,  CVS/Pharmacy, Lowe’s,  Home Depot  

    
Gift Cards can be PURCHASED
· Through your child’s backpack (Monday-Friday)

· When you drop off your child at the school in the gym 

(Monday-Friday)

· Call the rectory (821-4072) swing by and get them on your way to the store. We are always happy to sell them.

· In the Church before and after weekend Masses 

· Saturday 5PM

· Sunday 8:30AM and 11AM

· Some of the school families who have won are: 

· Peter Garofalo

· Sandra Santagata

· Cheryl Accinno

· Linda Lague

· Sarah Tourville

Tuition Payments: Please mail payments to:

St. Joseph Church c/o Business Office 

854 Providence Street

West Warwick, RI 02893 

· Extended Care Bill – Mailing Address – mail any tuition or extended care payments to St. Joseph Church 854 Providence Street, West Warwick, RI 02893. 

Athletic Department News   2012 Sports Sign Up

All Forms and registration fee will be required on or before thedates listed. Please understand these are deadlines and we will not accept registration after these dates.
The following forms can be downloaded at: http://sjsww.org/dnn/StudentLife/Sports/tabid/219/Default.aspx
1. St. Joseph Registration form

2. Catholic Mutual CARES Liability Control Voluntary Release Form

3. Parental Code of Conduct

4. Code of Ethical Conduct

5. Policy and Procedure in Case of Sexual Misconduct

SPORT
    REGISTRATION DEADLINE            REGISTRATION FEE
Volleyball
     February 17, 2012

               $  65.00/ $50 additional student 

Soccer

     February 17, 2012

               $  65.00/ $50 additional student

Please send all forms signed along with a check to St. Joseph School for the appropriate amount labeled Athletic Department.

WEEKLY UPDATES:  If you know of anyone who is not receiving our weekly updates, please notify the office and send in the email address so that we may add the address to our master list.

Suggestions or additions for this weekly email update? The deadline for weekly email information submission is Wednesdays at 3pm. Please send to nbreault@sjsww.org. 

To unsubscribe, please send an email to nbreault@sjsww.org with the subject heading “unsubscribe”. 

Please visit our School Website!
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